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state of tension was made by responsible leaders, both in the Saar
and in the Reich, who were anxious to avoid any provocation which
might result in the postponement of the plebiscite or in the policing
of the Territory by an international force. On the 10th February,
Herr Hess stated on behalf of the Chancellor of the Reich that Saar
Nazis would not be automatically entitled to become members of the
party in the Reich and would be definitely excluded if they had
threatened any one with reprisals after the plebiscite. Membership
would, however, be open to all Germans of any class, party or religion
who had voted for the reunion of the Saar. A manifesto to the
same effect was issued on the 3rd March when the Nazi party
machine in the Saar was taken over en bloc by the Deutsche Front
and the leader of both organizations, Herr Spaniol, was transferred
to a post in the Reich. His successor, Herr Pirro, was a more ex-
perienced man and a Catholic, and was thus likely to get on better
with those Deutsche Eront members who had not originally been
Nazis. The reorganized Deutsche Front expressly stated that strict
discipline would be maintained and all forms of canvassing and in-
timidation forbidden, and that any member who got into trouble
with the police would be expelled for 'sabotage'. These threats seem
to have been carried out in some cases, but the opposition parties
took the view that assurances of this kind were no real guarantee
against future reprisals, and that in any case the Nazis were still
terrorizing the population with the connivance of the police and
with the assistance of the Ordnungsdienst, an organization whose
ostensible purpose was the maintenance of discipline within the
party itself.

As yet, however, there had been no large-scale disturbances in the
Saar, and the local quarrels, in which two Nazis had so far lost their
lives, did not compare with the feuds between extremist parties in
the Reich before the Nazi Revolution. This may have been due to
the restrictions imposed by the Commission, and in particular to the
ban on provocative uniforms and demonstrations. The Deutsche
Front, on the other hand, claimed the credit for its own system of
discipline and for the self-control and forbearance shown by the
population under the alleged tyranny of Mr. Knox. But if the Saar-
landers were law-abiding by nature they were also secretive, and an
unknown number of them were active members of an organization
which remained, in spite of all prohibitions, under the effective con-
trol of the National Socialist Party in the Reich. The doings of that
party, both at home and abroad, and especially in Austria, were not
a reassuring index of the possible course of events in the Saar, and if